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Send an e-mail with the 
subject “Laminas book“ to 
flavio.lisboa@fgsl.eti.br 
and the code L4M1N45 
until the end of this talk.
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This is the result of an wide survey 
about use and production of free 

software in Brazilian
Government
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This research is an unfolding of my 
master dissertation: 

Production of free software by a state-
owned information technology enterprise: a 

study case on the perspective of social 
technology

https://repositorio.utfpr.edu.br/jspui/handle/1/3907
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Sieve of Stallman
Source code is 
available?

Does the license 
restrict  the use, run 
or change of the 
software?

Is the software free 
(as in freedom)?

Yes Yes No

Yes No Yes

No Yes No

No No No
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Study Case: Sagui

Sagui is an IT automation software, created 
8 years before Ansible by a brazilian state-

owned IT enterprise. 
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Study Case: Sagui

Unfortunately, Sagui did not prosper.
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Why did not Sagui prosper?

COMMUNITY 
OR 

COLLECTIVE SOFTWARE

OPEN SOURCE
SOFTWARE

FREE SOFTWARE
Solidarity 
Economy 
Principles

A community 
mantainsA person mantains
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INTRODUCTION

FREE SOFTWARE IN FEDERAL BRAZILIAN GOVERNMENT
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INTRODUCTION

One of the objectives defined by CISL (Commitee for 
implementing Free Software) was to make free software a 
standard corporate tool of the federal government. Fact is that 
support for free software in the Brazilian federal government 
depended a lot of decrees, which are easily revoked when the 
head of the executive branch is changed.
In 1999 a bill project was presented to regulate the use of 
open source programs by the public administration. This bill 
project was archived in 2019, thus burying the possibility of 
FLOSS becoming a standard in the government by force of 
law.
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INTRODUCTION

129 federal institutions
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METHODOLOGY

I requested the following information:
• What are the free software used by the 
[name of institution] and what are they 
used for?
• Does [name of institution] buy 
proprietary software even if equivalent 
free software is available?
• Has [name of institution] developed any 
free software?

Requests for information 
were submitted to 167 
Brazilian federal 
institutions.
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CONCLUSION

We have discovered from this survey that 755 FLOSS 
are used by federal government institutions. In 
addition, 12 of these institutions produced 42 FLOSS 
that are still available.

Although it has not become a standard, free software 
is present in Brazilian federal government institutions 
through the various instances installed over the 
years.
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FULL PAPER

https://sol.sbc.org.br/index.php/latinoware/article/view/19899

https://doi.org/10.5753/latinoware.2021.19899  
OR

https://fgsl.eti.br
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